MEET BETZALEL HAZEN, AGE 10.5
FROM MOSHAV MATITYAHU, ISRAEL

by Bassi Groen

Hi Betealel, have von been iving on Moshay MViatitvaho vour entire lifq
I moved here from Providence, Rhode Island, when | was three weeks old,
son s Just about my whale hife. 'm the second of six - five boys and one girl

e vounger four Kids were all bom here,

How did vour parenils el Lthe moshavy as thedr home? What s

mroshay, for that pulier
A moshay was orieingdly o place where people used w work together 1o plant
produce, and then share the profits. Today, many moshavim are simply guiet,

rurad villages, what Americans would call “coumtry.” When my parents [irst

arrived in BErete Yisrael, they heard abowt this wonderlul commumty on the
micshay, They came for 4 Shabbos, und decided that this is where they wanted to
[ive.

Con vorr tell us a hit abont fife on 1he mosha
Almost sixty fumibies hive on our moshay, We each have our own house,
rather than live in apartment buildings ke most people do in Isreel, Some
lamulies have |I..'|\ e s '~|||_'l.'=- e i'|.|\ ducks, and severul |'.I.I]'II|IL'\ have
dogs, It's quict here, and there s lots of space, We'ne just a few minutes wilk
from Kirvat Sefer, and we go there for shopping and tor taking buses to the big
cities, Some Kids want o live in the city, beciuse they think what they don’t have

is better, but 1 know the moshay is gookd Tor me

Phat™s o ereat attitode. Who s the r ol the moshay’,
: 2 R Lef is the rav, He gives dreshoy on Shabbos, and sometimes he speaks
AT T TR IS R T PR | R cspecially to the boys, He's anice rav - he doesn’t just tell people what they can't

- where we go hiking every summer : ; do. Evervone on the moshav 15 close o him.

Doos any Darmine still ke place on the m

The mushay owns a vineyard, Every yvear, before Pesach, each lumily gets
severn] bottles of wine and erape quice, Other thun that, there is no official

furming, but many people hive frun trees i their gardens

Pa von 2o to school on the moshay?
Noy | oeo oo school in Chashmonaim, a vishie (something like o village)
severa] minutes away by car There are twenty-five boys in my class. We learn

from eight=thirty 1l rwo o'clock, and one day o week we end ot fouw

vre most of vour fomends From school?
Sotoully no, mv frends are muinly the moshoy bovs, Evervone is close

even though Um oot ver eleven, 1 ean be friends with o founeen-year-old. That's







